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oo 
MARK TWAIN’S LETTER 
SCHEDULED for publication this month, Mark 


Twain's Letter to William Bowen is now being printed and 
the announcements and order cards will be mailed ina 
few days. 

The book should prove as popular as any the Club has 
published for some time. In anticipation of a more-than- 
usual demand it has been decided to print 400 copies, 
a substantially larger number than has been issued of 
any Club publication in a number of years. This de- 
cision has been based on the following considerations. 
It is felt that the letter itself—a long and interesting 
message to a boyhood friend, full of reminiscences of 
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their common adventures in Hannibal—will be prized 
not only by Twain collectors but by every admirer of 
Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. The book is a Twain 
first edition and contains a specially written foreword 
by Mark Twain’s daughter, Clara Clemens Gabrilowitsch 
—both facts that add to its desirability as a collectors’ 
item. Thirdly, the Grabhorns are making the material 
into an unusual and really handsome little book; for 
example, certain of the exploits mentioned in the letter 
will be illustrated by reproductions of Kemble’s 
famous drawings for the first edition of Tom Sawyer. 
Finally, the price—$z.00o—is the lowest of any Club 
publication issued in the past eight years. 

The Club doubts if 400 copies will be more than 
enough to supply the demand. In fact, in this instance 
it issues the usual warning with a little more than the 
usual urgency: If you would be sure of your copies 
return the order card without delay. 

Oo@Do 


KEEPSAKES (CLD UE sb Rin S 


THE Club’s 1938 keepsakes series has been slow in 
getting under way but work on the early units is 
progressing rapidly and it is hoped that the regular 
publication schedule will be resumed in April. 

A few days ago members received Part One, repro- 
ducing the rare Koendler lithograph of San Francisco 
in 1855, designed and printed by the Crocker-Union 
Company, with an explanatory text by Douglas S. 
Watson. Its distribution may be said to mark the 
auspicious launching of the series, for the folder is 
uncommonly attractive. Particularly noteworthy is the 
skill with which the Koendler print has been copied. 
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The five-color reproduction, by the lithogravure process, 
preserves with remarkable fidelity not only the detail of 
the original but its delicate color graduations. It is an 
excellent reproduction of one of the rarest and most 
attractive of early San Francisco views. 

Later parts of the series will maintain the standard 
set by this first folder. Part Two will contain a repro- 
duction of another outstanding rarity among early 
California lithographs: a view of Monterey in 1842, 
made in New York for Thomas O. Larkin, the astute 
United States consul whose machinations played a vital 
part in placing California under the American flag. 
Known copies of the original of this well-drawn print 
number less than half a dozen. The accompanying text 
has been written by George L. Harding and the folder 
is being designed and printed (on a hand press) by 
Wilder and Ellen Bentley, whose Archetype Press at 
Berkeley is one of the few printing establishments in 
America using hand-craft methods exclusively. This 
Monterey folder will be dated February and should 
reach members toward the end of March. 

Part Three, to be ready late this month or early next, 
will reproduce the well-known Cooper view of early 
Sacramento, lithographed by William Endicott & 
Company and published by Stringer & Company in 
New York in 1850. Miss Caroline Wenzel of the Calt- 
fornia State Library has written the text to this folder, 
which will be designed and printed by The Grabhorn 
Press. Preparations for later parts are now under way 
and details will be announced as arrangements are 
completed. 

This 1938 series will, as already announced, consist 
of twelve folders, distributed monthly through the year, 
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each picturing an important early day coast or valley 
town of California and each designed and printed by a 
different printer. The edition will be limited to 700 
sets, of which 600 will be distributed, without cost, to 
the members. The remaining 100 sets will be offered 
for sale (to members exclusively) at $5.00 per set. The 
Club anticipates that the full number of the latter will 
be promptly subscribed. It bases this expectation on the 
fact that when 50 sets of The California Mining Towns 
(of which the Coast and Valley Towns is a companion 
series) were offered to members in 1934, all were 
immediately taken and numerous orders had to be 


returned. 


A, PLAN (POR VA LY POCR IAD IAI as hp rosa 


Editor’s Note: During the past year reference has several times been made 
in the News-Letter to the need for a library of California typography, and 
to the possibility of the Club undertaking to assemble such a collection. That 
interest in the subject persists is shown by the fact that letters endorsing the 
plan and urging its adoption continue to reach the Club. The aim of the 
following article is to inform members more fully of the scope of the project 
and to point out some of the ways by which the collection would forward the 
purposes for which the Club stands. The anonymous author writes with some 
authority for he has had practical library experience and is besides a student 
and collector of Western printing. Frank comment on the plan as it is here 
presented is invited. The building up of such a library would seem to be a 
desirable extension of the Club’s activities, but it would hardly be wise to 
undertake it without assurance that the venture will have the support of the 
members as a whole. 


THE editor of the News-Letter has asked me to put 
down some thoughts about the Library of Pacific Coast 
Typography which it is planned to establish under the 
sponsorship of the Book Club. I am glad to do this 
because I believe that the plan is an unusually interesting 
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one and quite in line with the Club’s aims. Such a 
collection could be of great practical use to the collectors 
of the West, to students of printing and to the advance- 
ment of the graphic arts generally here on the Coast. 

I state that such a collection ‘could’ accomplish 
these things. Whether or not it will actually do so 
depends on how well the plan is carried out. The value 
of this, as of any library, will depend mainly on what 
books it contains. For that reason it is important that a 
program be carefully worked out in advance. I would 
particularly recommend that care be taken to limit the 
scope of the collection so as to prevent its growing along 
lines too general for its purpose. All special libraries 
face this danger, for it is usually far easier to admit a 
doubtful book than to keep it out, especially when the 
rules on that point are not definite or are laxly enforced. 
Often the result is that what begins as a collection on 
some specific subject becomes in the end just another 
ageregation of books of no real value either to the 
specialist or to the general reader. 

Therefore, the Club’s first step in the formation of 
its collection should be to decide what its purposes are 
to be, and to map out rules as to what subjects are to be 
included and what excluded. These are decisions that 
should not be carelessly made. I would suggest that a 
committee of qualified persons be appointed to work 
out the details. Meantime I have a few general sugges- 
tions which I am glad to offer for what they may be 
worth. 

I should say that the library will be of the greatest 
practical use if its purpose is focused on the following 
aim: To assemble for the use of collectors of fine 


printing, for students of typography, and for practising 
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printers all material that will serve to throw light on the 
development of the printing arts in this territory, or 
that illustrate the contributions of the individual 
printers of the Coast to the advancement of their craft. 
This is a program wide enough to make the collection 
preeminent in its field, yet not so wide as to be impos- 
sible of accomplishment or to invite a superficial 
treatment of many subjects. 

Taking the above as a guide, let me try to suggest 
what types of material the collection should contain. 
So far as books are concerned the eventual goal should 
be to include every book of typographical interest 
printed on the Coast. There should of course be a 
historical section made up of books illustrating the 
technical and artistic advances of Western printers from 
the beginning to the present: their adoption and handling 
of new material and methods, types, papers, decoration, 
illustrations, innovations in design, etc. In time this 
collection should be complete enough so that the trends 
and progress of book printing on the Coast could be 
followed from decade to decade, the influence of certain 
of the early printers traced, and the evolution of Western 
printing clearly shown. 

It goes without saying that the modern typographers 
of the region should be fully represented, for it is on 
their products that the Coast’s contributions to the art 
of the book chiefly rest. In the cases of a few of the 
more important of these the collection should strive 
for a complete representation—even though in practise 
absolute completeness will hardly be possible. Of the 
less important presses the aim might well be to assemble 
a representative rather than a complete collection. The 
library should, however, contain enough of the work of 
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each to illustrate clearly the scope and style of the 
presses. 

With some such program as the above adopted and 
the rules laid down and followed, the growth of the 
collection might be rapid or slow (depending on other 
factors), but it would grow in the right direction. 
Sooner or later 1t would take its place as one of the 
unique and valuable special collections in the West. 
For no one can doubt that the library would have the 
effect of emphasizing the important contributions made 
by Pacific Coast printers to the advancement of stan- 
dards of book making. Moreover, by making the products 
of the Coast’s best printers available for study by 
practising printers and students of the craft interest in 
better standards of craftsmanship would constantly be 
stimulated. Finally, to collectors, bibliographers and 
writers on printing the library would be of the utmost 
value by permitting them to examine in a single, well- 
organized collection hundreds of volumes that can now 
be found only by searching through numerous scattered 
collections. 

No one, I think, will doubt the value and utility of 
such a collection. But a word should be said about the 
wisdom of setting about assembling it promptly.Books 
of the type it must feature grow more difficult to locate 
each year, and more costly when copies are found. One 
regrets that the Club did not begin its collection twenty 
years ago! However, it is by no means too late to make a 
start. A reasonable amount of effort expended now will 
bear results far greater than will be possible ten, or even 
five, years hence. There is every reason to urge against 
a further delay in getting under way. 

The actual beginning, however, brings up a new set 
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can gifts of desirable books be encouraged? How can 
funds for purchases be raised? What equipment and 
facilities are necessary for the proper housing and 
showing of the collection, now and in the future? How 
should the collection be catalogued? What rules should 
govern its use? Again I would suggest that these 
decisions be made by a competent and interested com- 
mittee—its members should include a qualified printer 
and a trained librarian. It is easier and in many ways 
more desirable to start in a small way. The outlay for 
equipment in the way of shelves and cataloging will 
then be insignificant and both can be expanded as the 
collection grows. Besides, mistakes will be less costly. 

If as few as a dozen books a month go into the collec- 
tion the result even at the end of a single year will not be 
negligible. It will grow faster later on. As the collection 
becomes known and its value recognized accessions will 
multiply. Gifts of books will be volunteered and funds 
to purchase needed titles and for the collection’s main- 
tenance will become available. Such, at least, has been 
the experience in cases of similar special collections 
where they have proved themselves useful, permanent 
and intelligently operated. There is no reason to believe 
that a library of Pacific Coast typography, once it is 
started and is proving its worth, will receive less 
generous support. 

But a program must first be adopted and the collection 
actually begun. These are the all-important first steps. 








OoRD0 
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NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS 
by ALBERT M. BENDER, Chairman, Publication Committee 


WHEN the December number of the News-Letter 
went to press orders for the current Club book, An 
Artist in El Dorado, were coming in so rapidly that it 
required no seer to predict the early sale of the entire 
edition. This expectation has not been disappointed, 
for of the 325 copies printed more than 300 have been 
delivered and further orders are regularly dropping in. 
At this writing the exact number of copies remaining 
is eighteen. I am glad to make this announcement that 
copies are still available, for I think it probable that a 
number of members who did not subscribe promptly 
have since failed to order because they are under the 
impression that the edition is sold out. How long the 
eighteen copies will last I have no means of knowing. 
I do know that the book is attractive as to appearance 
and interesting and important in contents, and that the 
remaining copies will be sold to the first eighteen 
members whose orders reach the Club. The price is 
$4.50. 
The check-list of publications that filled six pages 
of the last quarterly had, as we hoped, the effect of 
substantially increasing the sale of the titles still in 
print. Evidently a number of members used the list to 
check up on how many Club books they owned, thereby 
stimulating a desire to fill some of the gaps in their 
collections. This is a praiseworthy activity and one that 
the Publication Committee warmly commends to the 
members as a whole. To get copies of the earlier publi- 
cations off the storage shelves of the Club and on the 
library shelves of members is a desirable procedure from 
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any standpoint. It enables members to make worth- 
while additions to their collections and, at the same 
time, it converts some of the Club’s assets into a form 
sufficiently liquid to permit its reinvestment in other 
books for the further delight of the members. An 
admirable arrangement! If you wish to help matters 
along but have lost your check-list, drop the Club a 
line and another will be sent you. 


SO 
ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 


THE following new members have been elected since 


December 1, 1937: 


Member 
Mrs. Jack Abrahamson 


Mark Altman 

Denison Ayer 

Frank G. Belcher 

J. L. Bradley 

Milton Bulkeley 

Miss Jeanne Caire 
Robert P. Davis 

F..J- Eisen 

E. W. Evans, Jr. 

Mrs. Charles W. Fay, Jr. 
Robert H. Festner 
Major J. R. Fleet 
Martin Fruhman 

Miss Hazel Gilette 

Jack W. Hardy 

Mrs. Helen W. Henshaw 
Miss Esther Helen Jensen 
Robert E. Jones 

Clifford L. King 

Meyer H. Lavenstein 
Charles J. Lennihan 
Gerald S. Levin 

Mrs. E. C. Lipman 

Mrs. F. M. Loomis 
Herbert Marcus, Jr. 
John H. McDaniels 


San Francisco, Cal. 


San Francisco, Cal. 
Piedmont, Cal. 
Point Loma, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Oakland, Cal. 

San Francisco, Cal. 
Tiburon, Cal. 

Oil City, Pa. 

San Francisco, Cal. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
San Diego, Cal. 
Dallas, Texas 
Oakland, Cal. 

Los Angeles, Cal. 


San Francisco, Cal. 


Piedmont, Cal. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
San Mateo, Cal. 


New Rochelle, N. Y. 


Plainfield, N. J. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Oakland, Cal. 
Oakland, Cal. 
Dallas, Texas 

San Francisco, Cal. 


Sponsor 

Mrs. Newton H. 
Neustadter 
Albert M. Bender 
Oscar Lewis 
Mrs. Bruce Kelham 
Alfred Wright 
John A. Sutro 
Oscar Lewis 
Frank H. Abbott, Jr. 
Oscar Lewis 
Oscar Lewis 
John A. Sutro 
Walter C. Mittelberg 
W. A. Rupp 
Harry Camp 
Oscar Lewis 
Alfred Sutro 
Fred W. Dewart 
Oscar Lewis 
John A. Sutro 
Albert M. Bender 
Alfred Sutro 
James R. Brehm 
John A. Sutro 


Mrs. Robert L. Lipman 


Oscar Lewis 
Harry Camp 
George Fields 
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Arthur Meyerfeld Burlingame, Cal. Garfield D. Merner 
Walter C. Mittelberg New York, N. Y. George Fields 
E. S. McBride Davis, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
Joseph A. Moore San Francisco, Cal. R. S. Shainwald 
Leslie Leon Roos San Francisco, Cal. Mrs. Leon L. Roos 
Will D. Robertson Oakland, Cal. Miss Rosalind A. Keep 
Dr. Albert Shumate New York, N. Y. Oscar Lewis 
Paul A. Sinsheimer San Francisco, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
George Leslie Smith Los Angeles, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
Albert Spalding Great Barrington, Mass. Philip J. Wickser 
Mrs. Philip Spalding Honolulu, T. H. Oscar Lewis 
Frank H. Teagle, Jr. Cleveland, Ohio Edwin Grabhorn 
Raimund B. Wurlitzer San Francisco, Cal. Oscar Lewis 


As the above list shows, the membership roll con- 
tinues to increase at an encouraging rate. The Club 
much appreciates the interest of members who have 
proposed new names, and it invites their continued 
cooperation. The roll is now about twenty-five short 
of its maximum of 600. Despite losses due to death, 
resignations and those written off (which average about 
five a month), there is every likelihood that it will be 
possible to announce a full roll—and a waiting list— 
within the next few months. 

ODo 


SHOR es TORIES 


THE final part of the 1937 keepsakes series, His Wife 
Could Eat No Lean, by Ruth Comfort Mitchell, was a 
long time reaching members, but those who have read 
the story and admired the handsome typography of 
The Plantin Press are agreed that it was distinctly worth 
waiting for. 

Now that the series is completed the Club will 
anticipate probable inquiries from members by stating 
that no more sets are available. The Club can, however, 
supply (at fifty cents each) a limited number of copies 
of each of the following stories: A Murder at the Dome, 
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by Gelett Burgess (University of California Press); The 
Crystal Ball, by Charles Caldwell Dobie (John Henry 
Nash); Pepe, by James Hopper (The Ward Ritchie 
Press); and His Wife Could Eat No Lean, by Ruth Com- 
fort Mitchell (The Plantin Press). Early orders are 
recommended for of several of the stories less than half 
a dozen copies remain. 

It should be mentioned, too, that a small number of 
slipcases (both all-cloth at $2 and cloth with morocco 
back at $3) are on hand to supply those who wish to 
adopt this practical and attractive means of permanently 
preserving their sets. 


OA 


{| This number completes Volume V of the News-Letter and marks 
the end of the fifth year of publication. A glance over the twenty 
numbers so far issued reveals some interesting facts, for they 
provide a sort of running history of Club activities and prospects 
from 1933 to date. One is struck by the fact that in this five year 
period there has been a steady advance: an extension of the Club 
activities, a more active publishing schedule, and, notably, a 
constant and healthy growth of membership. 


4] Mrs. Louise Farrow Barr, whose Presses of Northern California and 
their Books has proved a useful reference tool to collectors of fine 
printing in this region, is the Western editor of a projected one- 
volume bibliography of the Collectors Presses of the United States. 
She requests that information about the activities of the fine presses 
of the Pacific Coast, particularly about newly established or little 
known private presses, be sent her, in care of the Library, Mills 
College, California. 


{| Among articles scheduled for future numbers of the News-Letter 
are an account of the pioneer paper mills of California, and a sketch 
of the early day Western typefounders. Papers are also promised on 
early San Francisco lithographs and lithographers, and on William 
Doxey, picturesque and influential San Francisco publisher of the’ gos. 


